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CUSDCABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Every Student, Every Day!

Special Education Funding

California students with disabilities 725,000 🡪 11.7%

Cabrillo USD students with disabilities 411 🡪 14.01%

Federal law requires districts required to provide a comprehensive 
Individualized Education Program (IEP): Free and Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE)  – 34 CFR Section 300.320

Sources: 

California Special Ed. Funding System Study – WestEd,  Oct. 2020

Overview of Special Ed.  in California – Legislative Analyst’s Office, Nov. 2019 
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CUSDCABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Every Student, Every Day!

Special Education Funding  (Cont.) 

District unrestricted funds cover the majority of Special Education 
expenditures:

- District unrestricted 61%

- State of California funding  28%

- Federal funding 11%

Federal government is required to cover 40% of the states’ special 
education cost. 
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CUSDCABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Every Student, Every Day!

CUSD Special Education Cost Data:
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CUSDCABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Every Student, Every Day!

CUSD Budget Committee: 
Focus/Role: Advise CUSD Governing Board on Fiscal Issues

Comments:

- Overrepresentation issues; Embracing ALL; underrepresentation? 

- How do we get the necessary funding to meet IEPs – Congress?

- Seeking efficiency 

- Advocacy

- Equity 

Funding Opportunities/Ideas:
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CUSDCABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Every Student, Every Day!

CUSD Budget Committee: 
Comments:

- Multi-Tiered System of Supports

- Proactive Approaches to Education to mitigate Sp. Ed. 
Identification

- Early assessment, early intervention (before IEP)

- Fund services for students… whatever it takes!

- Acknowledge cost and look holistically across all expenditures

-  

Funding Opportunities/Ideas:
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CUSDCABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Every Student, Every Day!

CUSD Budget Committee: 
Comments:

- Value & Need – Alignment

- Targeted Early Interventions: Defined Indicators of Success and 
measurement of efficiency  

Funding Opportunities/Ideas:
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CUSD Every Student, Every Day!
CABRILLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Questions? / Thank you!
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